
  

Christian living and the Holy Spirit 

By Bro Prof. Cyril Schandorf 

 

1. Who is a Christian? 

Is an individual called by God through the gospel by the help of Holy Spirit to live a life of 

righteousness in word and deed. (John 1:12-13; 2Cor 5:17-21; Rom 10: 9-10 ) . 

The Christian is a sinner   born again and have assurance of salvation in Christ Jesus, is filled and 

led by the Holy Spirit. John 1: 12-13, 1Pet 1: 23-25 The Christian accepts God as his or her 

sufficiency, 2 Cor. 3: 5, 6; 2Cor. 4:7. 

A Christian knows and reckons with the truth that the Holy Spirit has made him or her accepted 

by God ; Rom 8:14-16; Eph 1: 3-7; Col 1;12,13 

 A Christian seeks to please God alone. [Gal.1:10; 2Cor 5; 7-9]  

The Christian knows that he /she is in the spirit and not in the flesh and his /her life style must 

be under the control and leadership of the Holy Spirit. [(Rom. 8:8-10, 14, 16]. The Christian 

knows that he/she has been sealed by the Holy Spirit for the day of redemption         [ Eph.1:13-

14; 4;30] 

Prayer and the word of grace are the means by which the Christian relates with God. 

2. Who is the Holy Spirit? 

Is the third person of God Head made up of God the father, God the Son and God the Holy 

Spirit. He is the Executive Director of the Godhead. He participated in the creation of the world. 

Gen 1: 1- 24 God spoke and the Holy Spirit made it happen 

He was instrumental in the conception of Jesus Christ, Matt 1:18-22:  

He takes part in the born again process and bear witness with your human spirit that you are a 

child of God. John 3: 1-5, Acts 2: 38-39; Rom 8: 9-10; 14-16. 

 

3. Role of the Holy Spirit in the Life of the Christian 

1. Helps us to live in the Spirit not in the flesh; Gal 5: 16-18; Rom 8:1- 16 ( 9-10) 
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2. He helps to identify our calling and gifts 1Cor 12:1-11, 26-30; Rom 12:3-8; Pet 4:10-11; Eph 

4:7-17. 

3. Teaches us the truth in God’s word. John 14; 14-17; 25-26, 1John 2: 20, 27-28 

4. Guides us and shows us thing to come. John 16:13-14, 

5. Helps us to pray in the will of God Rom 8:26-27; Jude 20. 1Cor. 14:1-2, 13-14 

7. He gives power to be witnesses to Christ Acts 1: 8; Acts 10: 38 

8. Helps us to mortify the deeds of the flesh so we can please God. Gal 5:16-18; Rom 8: 12-17. 

9. Seals us as God's property and provides  the guarantee  for the day of redemption. Eph 1:13-

14. 

 

4. Two principles at work in Christian Living 

Principle 1: Principle of sin and death which works through the flesh by the devil. 

Principle 2: Principle of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus which works through the regenerated 

human spirit by the Holy Spirit.  

The principles of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus sets the Christian free from the principle of 

sin and death. 

The Christian has a choice to make daily or moment by moment to operate by the principle 

of spirit of life in Christ Jesus. 

Rom 8: 1-11; Gal .5:1-25. 
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5. The laws of the Holy Spirit leading to acceptable code of conduct 

1. Do not quench the Holy Spirit in you  [1Thess 5:15-24  (19)]- –  rendering evil with evil, 

,not pursuing what is good for yourself and others ,lack of rejoicing, not  giving 

thanksgiving and not praying without ceasing, despising prophecy. 

2. Do not grieve the Holy Spirit in you [Eph4:23- (30)] - not putting on the new nature but 

rather  the old nature ,sinning and disobeying .  

3.  Be filled with the Holy Spirit so you can do what God wants you to do by His leading [ 

Eph 5:18-20;Rom8:6-14] 

4.  Do not flag in zeal but be aglow with the Holy Spirit serving the Lord [Rom 12:11] 

5.  Stir up the gift of the Holy Spirit for effective service [2Tim 1:6] – the word, prayer/ 

Fasting and doing the word. 

6.  Keeping what God has invested in you by the Holy Spirit in you [ 2Tim 1:14 ] 

God has given you (i) wisdom (ii) righteousness (iii) holiness (iv) redemption (i) new 

nature; (v) fruit of the Holy Spirit etc 

7.   Maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace [ Eph 4:3 ( 1-7) ] 

8.  Examine yourself daily whether you are in the Spirit or not (is Christ in you ) [ 2Cor. 

13:5; John 15: 1-7; 1John 2:27]  

Questions Time  

1. Have you received the Holy Spirit since you believed? Acts 19: 1- 7 

2.  Are you being filled with the Holy Spirit everyday? Eph 5: 18-20  

3. Who is controlling your life, the flesh or the Holy Spirit? Gal.5: 19-24  


