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IDENTIFYING GIFTS AND TALENTS IN THE 
CHILD

•Differences between gift and talent

•The different forms: physical, spiritual 

•When to start looking out (what stage of the 
child’s life can identification begin?)

•Tools to support the child growth and 
development in their mission. 
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DIFFERENCE BETWEEN GIFT & TALENT
(1 Corinthians 7:7) Every child has a potential of 

greatness shown as gift and talents that needs to be 

identified, revealed, nurtured and used for God’s glory 

(1 Corinthians 10:31) 

• Giftedness refers to a high intelligence or aptitude. (HIGH 
MENTAL CAPACITY)

• Talented refers to a high level of performance in areas such 
as music, art, craft, dance or sport. 

Giftedness is inherited but a gifted child needs support to 
identify and develop their special abilities.

Normally, Most children need to repeat something 7-11 times 
to learn something new. A gifted child needs to repeat 
something in their areas of special ability just 1-3 times.
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HAVE YOU CONSIDERED?

WHY IS IT 
SAID 
ABOUT 
SOME AND 
NOT ALL 
CHILDREN 
THAT THEY 
ARE GIFTED 
OR 
TALENTED? 



A. GIFTED



SIGNS OF GIFTEDNESS
Experts agree it is important to identify a gifted child to 

help them achieve their full potential. 
They include exceptional (amazing) use of language, an 
ability to concentrate on complex tasks for a long time, 
asking lots of questions, or being exceptionally 

coordinated.
1. They think differently from other children(ALLOW) 
Highly and exceptionally gifted children have among 
their other qualities, a tendency to elaborate the
simple, to think precisely, to simplify the complex, to 
remember with unusual clarity, and to reason 
abstractly at an early age (Lovecky, 1994). 
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SIGNS OF GIFTEDNESS

a. They make strong and unique connections among 
ideas as well as intense connections between ideas 
and emotions.

b. While gifted children's cognitive skills can be highly 
developed, their emotional maturity and 
behavioural control can be more variable. 

Adults need to follow the complexity of these 

children's thoughts, validate their experiences, help 

modify their emotions, and at times, model more 

appropriate behaviours (ACHIEVED BY SPENDING 

QUALITY TIME TOGETHER).
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HANDLING THE GIFTED CHILD
1. APPROPRIATE EDUCATION

Main task for educators is to match the level of the 
curriculum to the child's ability to learn. For the gifted 
child, one of the earliest challenges to development comes 
when the child is placed into group learning situations 
where the child's ability level is clearly quite discrepant 
from the ability level of the other members of the group. 
For example, the child who enters kindergarten with 
strong reading skills, a love of math puzzles and many 
ideas for creative writing requires a more challenging 

curriculum than other kindergarten children could tolerate.
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1. APPROPRIATE EDUCATION cont…

Gifted child can begin to have adjustment 
difficulties at the point of entrance to group 
learning (nursery school, kindergarten, 
elementary school). 

However, these difficulties can be significantly 
reduced when educational placement is 
appropriate for the intellectual level.  

Studies of children with exceptional intellectual 
ability, or with exceptional math ability, have 

documented the tendency of gifted children to 
learn more rapidly and with greater complexity.
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HANDLING THE GIFTED CHILD
2. STRONG/SATISFYING FRIENDSHIP

Every child need friendships with other children, 
both on one-to-one relationships and in-group 
situations. The gifted child's social development is 
enhanced when an appropriate peer group is 
found. The challenge for gifted kids are that 
they find it difficult meeting their match, so in  
order to fit and be accepted, they compromise to 
Adjust. They could be helped when associating with 
individuals and group that accepts them just as they 
are with encouragement to be themselves whiles 
friendship and academic achievement is sustained.



HANDLING THE GIFTED CHILD
3. SUPPORTIVE PARENTING

Parent is to provide an emotionally secure base from which the 
child can venture forth into the world. For parent of gifted child 
the challenge is to support the child's unusual development and 
to advocate effectively for appropriate programs. At the same
time, they must do so in a way that allows the children to take 
increasing responsibility for and satisfaction from their own 
development.
• Parents of gifted children have an opportunity to influence their 

children by providing necessary exposure.
• It is observed that gifted children themselves do make more 

requests of their parents and they respond with greater 
enthusiasm to increased opportunities. 

• Continuously guide with the word of God and prayers for the glory 
of God.
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GIVE THIS A THOUGHT
‘419’  is the deceptive and tricky strategies/method 

Whereby people are intelligently convinced beyond 
doubt to make unfounded commitment. 

Are these ‘419’ folks frustrated gifted persons who 

have redirected the application of their intelligence 

to this social menace, due to inappropriate

management of their gift?



B. TALENTED
In our next session, we would be considering :

What is talent?

How to identify talent in a child?

Parent and guardian role

Join in with contributions, suggestions, questions 
etc. for the equipping and blessing of each other in 
the Christian Parenting Journey.


